[Evaluation of the relation between the depth of left double-lumen endobronchial tube and the patient's height--comparison between patients over 20 years of age and those under 19 years].
In adult patients, there is a strong correlation between the appropriate depth of insertion of a left double-lumen endobronchial tube (DLT) and height. However, for patients with the same height, we noted the tendency of the depth of insertion being about 1 cm shorter for patients under 19 years of age compared to that for those over 20 years. We compared the depth of insertion between patients over 20 years and those under 19 years. In both groups, the depth of DLT insertion correlated strongly with patient's height. For patients of the same height, the depth of insertion for those under 19 years was 0.7-1.2 cm shorter than that for patients over 20 years. For patients with a height between 160-179 cm, the mean depth of insertion for patients under 19 years was significantly shorter than that for those over 20 years. During intubation of the bronchi with DLT in patients under 19 years, the optimal depth of DLT insertion is less than that for patients over 20 years.